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Non Compliance 

Lori Larusso is examines how media images prescribe a sort of unattainable domestic 
perfection to women, using her paintings to subvert the fiction of an effortlessly well-
kept home. Creating vibrant, stylized, and highly composed middle-class domestic 
spaces in works like If you can Bake a Cake, you can Make a Bomb and If you can Mop 
a Floor, you can participate in a Sympathetic Strike, Larusso’s houses are overwhelmed 
with mess, both literally and figuratively, directly challenging the pristine and perfect 
homes that are prominently featured in women’s magazines and that clutter our 
Instagram feeds. Not only do her images undermine this ideal of effortless domestic 
perfection by revealing the actual labor involved in maintaining these spaces, the titles 
of the works make specific reference to applying the very same skills involved in this 
form of upkeep to revolutionary action. 

Eating Animals 

In making her work, Lori Larusso considers how the consumption of images in 
magazine spreads and in Instagram feeds inundate and indoctrinate, forcing us to 
desire a kind of perfection in our homes, both in terms of the physical space and the 
lives we live within their walls. She is quick to note how all of these images are 
manipulated and meant to manipulate us; magazine spreads are entirely staged and 
Instagram posts are almost always arranged and filtered to give us the best impression 
of a space, not the lived reality. In her series, Eating Animals, Larusso considers the 
manipulation of food for this kind of photography by creating the shapes of different 
animals out of various foodstuffs, items that are more visually pleasing than edible. In 
so doing, Larusso comments on the kind of vicarious lives we live through the 
consumption of media that focuses more on the appearance of things than their use.  
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